
Region 8 High Demand Occupations 2008-2018

Associate Degree and Under Only

Percent Avg Annual Avg Annual Avg Annual

SOC Occupation 2008 2018 Change Growth (%) Openings Salary

531021
First-Line Supervisors/Managers of Helpers, Laborers, 
and Material Movers, Hand 170 230 35.29 3.07 10 $44,055

291111 Registered Nurses 1,280 1,570 22.66 2.06 50 $54,931
292034 Radiologic Technologists and Technicians 110 150 36.36 3.15 5 $39,734
512041 Structural Metal Fabricators and Fitters 280 460 64.29 5.09 25 $31,499
512092 Team Assemblers 1,540 2,220 44.16 3.72 100 $24,266

414012
Sales Representatives, Wholesale and Manufacturing, 
Except Technical and Scientific Products 680 840 23.53 2.14 30 $50,571

499041 Industrial Machinery Mechanics 430 540 25.58 2.30 20 $40,617

514081
Multiple Machine Tool Setters, Operators, and 
Tenders, Metal and Plastic 160 250 56.25 4.56 10 $39,061

537063 Machine Feeders and Offbearers 760 970 27.63 2.47 35 $31,978
514121 Welders, Cutters, Solderers, and Brazers 220 320 45.45 3.82 15 $33,024
173026 Industrial Engineering Technicians 30 50 66.67 5.24 5 $42,849
292021 Dental Hygienists 110 140 27.27 2.44 5 $47,529
513022 Meat, Poultry, and Fish Cutters and Trimmers *** *** 40.00 3.42 20 **
435061 Production, Planning, and Expediting Clerks 100 130 30.00 2.66 5 $42,155
413011 Advertising Sales Agents 70 90 28.57 2.54 5 $48,720
519197 Tire Builders *** *** 19.35 1.79 20 **
517011 Cabinetmakers and Bench Carpenters 130 210 61.54 4.91 10 $25,383
513023 Slaughterers and Meat Packers *** *** 40.00 3.42 20 **

411012
First-Line Supervisors/Managers of Non-Retail Sales 
Workers 260 320 23.08 2.10 10 $59,538

292052 Pharmacy Technicians 280 370 32.14 2.83 20 $26,482

517042
Woodworking Machine Setters, Operators, and 
Tenders, Except Sawing *** *** 57.14 4.62 5 **

514011
Computer-Controlled Machine Tool Operators, Metal 
and Plastic 180 250 38.89 3.34 10 $28,082

319092 Medical Assistants 220 310 40.91 3.49 10 $24,034
113051 Industrial Production Managers 140 170 21.43 1.96 10 $88,143
311011 Home Health Aides 460 620 34.78 3.03 20 $19,055
514041 Machinists 150 190 26.67 2.39 5 $36,296

519121
Coating, Painting, and Spraying Machine Setters, 
Operators, and Tenders *** *** 50.00 4.14 5 **

399031 Fitness Trainers and Aerobics Instructors 110 150 36.36 3.15 5 $28,295
434051 Customer Service Representatives 720 890 23.61 2.14 35 $26,206
319091 Dental Assistants 120 160 33.33 2.92 5 $29,826

Note: Occupations were selected from unrounded data based on the descending order of average rankings based on three variables; growth, openings, and wages.
Occupations that appeared high in the rankings, but had openings that rounded to zero were removed.
** The wages for these occupations are confidential according to standards provided by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Wage estimates are based on the
May 2010 release from the Occupational Employment Statistics (OES) Unit.

Employment

Data provided by the Alabama Department of Labor, Labor Market Information Division in cooperation with the Projections Managing Partnership 
and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Totals in some occupational groups may not add due to exclusion of sub-groups and/or individual occupations with 
 employment of less than 10 in the base (2008) and projected (2018) years or where publication of the occupation would violate confidentiality.  
 
***The data for these occupations are confidential according to standards provided by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
1. Employment is rounded to the nearest 10.  2. Average Annual Growth is compounded.  3. Openings are rounded to the nearest 5.　 
 




